Nebraska Natural Legacy Project

Appendix 10: Map of the ecoregions of Nebraska.

Ecoregions are relatively large units of land and water delineated by the biotic and abiotic factors (e.g.,
climate, topography, geology, vegetation) that regulate the structure and function of the ecosystems
within them. There are two main ecoregion maps for the United States, one developed by the U.S.
Forest Service (Bailey et al. 1994) and the other developed by the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (Omernik et al. 1987). For the Nebraska Natural Legacy Project, we delineated ecoregions
using primarily Level III ecoregion lines from Ecoregions of Nebraska and Kansas (Chapman et al.
2001), which was a joint project of the USFS and EPA to blend the two systems. However, we used
Bailey’s Section level line to delineate the western boundary of tall-grass prairie south of the Sandhills
since this was a better fit with Kaul and Rolfsmeier’s (1993) map of the native vegetation of Nebraska.
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